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Unfinished Endeavor: The Preparation for the Establishment of the Chongqing
Science Museum during the Resistance War against Japanese Aggression

Wang Tao Liu Niankai

Abstract: The preparation for the establishment of the Chongqing Science Museum began in 1941, when the Nationalist Government
formulated the Regulations for the Science Museum. The 1944 Chongqing Industrial and Mining Products Exhibition directly pushed
forward the preparation for the establishment of the Chongqing Science Museum in order to provide a permanent display for the exhibits.
However, the site selection was changed multiple times, and the construction was repeatedly hindered, ultimately failing to be completed
as scheduled. This article reveals the multiple reasons behind the failure of attempts to institutionalize science during the wartime period,
including financial difficulties and prioritization of military needs. The preparatory process of the Chongqing Science Museum reveals the
difficulties faced in establishing China’s scientific system during the wartime period and offers a new perspective for understanding the

social function of science within a special historical context.

Keywords: Chongging Science Museum, Chongging Exhibition Hall, Chongqing Industrial and Mining Products Exhibition, Western
China Museum



