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X — 3 B2 S A 3 R A T AT et I T 9
10w | 2K (193 NS = = o o O - 7 | I = o
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IR A S TF T & s A
FREE = KA 22 TRl AR AR F B R fE T Bd A 15 ik
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Constructing the “Gene” ; scientific Thought, Technologies and Tools

YANG Chen
( Department of the History of Science, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract; The convergence of multiple factors has contributed to the advancement of scientific perception regarding “gene”. The concept of “gene” has
been gradually constructed through the interaction of scientific thought, technologies and tools from the pre — genetic era to the era of post — genomics. Mo-
reover, this process of constructing the concept of “gene” is characterized by fluctuations between reductionism and system theory. The future direction of
gene technology will largely remain an extension of this constructive process.

Key words: gene; construct; reductionism; system theory
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