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Prospects of Industrialization and the Science Museum
Diverse Interpretations of the 1944 Chongqing Exhibition of

Industrial and Mining Products from Visitors

WANG Tao, LIU Niankai

Abstract ; From February to April 1944, the Resources Committee of the Ministry of E-
conomic Affairs of the Nationalist Government held an exhibition of industrial and min-
ing products in Chongqing. The exhibition attracted many visitors, especially various
groups such as government agencies, schools, and business associations. This study fo-
cuses on exhibition visitors as its research subject, analyzing historical materials inclu-
ding newspapers, archives, and personal diaries to examine their visiting experiences
and perceptions. The findings demonstrate that the exhibition not only reflected public
confidence in China’s industrialization process, but also revealed society’s aspirations
for the establishment of science museums. The Chongqing Industrial and Mining Prod-

ucts Exhibition in 1944 was not only a concentrated display of China’s industrial a-
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chievements during the war but also a profound social education activity and an impor-
tant event to enhance national confidence and promote the idea of industrialization. At
the same time, the exhibition also aroused the expectations of all sectors of society for a
science museum. Visitors called for the establishment of a permanent science and in-
dustry museum to preserve these exhibits and display them for a long time.

Keywords: industrial and mining exhibition, Resources Committee, industrialization

science museum



