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PSS LS MATHE G A BN, P, R e n JAE W, 75T

@© L (conflict thesis) T 19 40 R H HT(John William Draper) FITA%E( Andrew Dickson White)
ST SRIORL g SRR, EIARSR B SR Z AT AR R A oh 58, RIS Wl 3 6 b 2 5
IECXT , ISR IS T 20 40 EpE R R BONE, IF B FRE s e L TR
TREE A



30 (BEECLTFL)Y F 215 %6 H (2024)

XoF R T T AT) 2 B — PR S 380K 22 0 1 3 528 IE 32 (historical revisionism ) Y
St E R SRR . R BT A 5 DL SR PR (Redjer
Hooykaas ) %5 37 3745 5 1 2 & SL R G M A, JRAE LI 37 8 BBk 4 1 A vk o
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IATCAH . ISR, PR TSR B 3 ST A SR R R R, R R R IH A T
MR R RS T, MR TR R S, AR IR Ay T R | 2
SCELR R YT 7 ST BB R s, BE R —,
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Did Medieval Voluntarism Cause Modern Science?

Revisiting the “Foster Thesis”

LU Bolin

Abstract: The “Foster thesis” in the history of science posits that medieval theological
voluntarism caused the emergence of modern science. Since its proposal, the thesis has
significantly influenced narratives of early modern science, fostering ideas such as the
“nominalism revolution. ” However, over the past two decades, Western scholars have
intensely debated its validity. Critics like Peter Harrison have highlighted issues such
as misidentification of voluntarists, conceptual ambiguities, and conflicts with historical
evidence, advocating for the thesis’s abandonment. Conversely, scholars such as John
Henry and Francis Oakley have defended its legitimacy by refining concepts like the
“power distinction” and “arbitrary will. 7 This ongoing debate underscores unresolved
disagreements over key concepts, which impede broader consensus. While single-factor
explanations for the rise of modern science have become increasingly suspect, the Fos-
ter thesis, when it is reinterpreted in the context of indeterminism, remains a dynamic
framework that continues to stimulate scholarly discourse.

Keywords: voluntarism, nominalism, early modern science, Middle Ages, science

and religion



