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The Craze of the Violet Ray Machine in the First Half of the 20" Century .

A Historical and Cultural Analysis of a Pseudoscientific Device

Huang Xin

Abstract; The violet ray machine was a popular device in the first half of the 20th century, claiming to
cure nearly all known diseases and sparking a massive craze in Western society. A complete and
extensive commercial system and popular culture emerged around the violet ray machine. The Tsinghua
University Science Museum has collected a 5B model violet ray machine produced by the BRANSTON
Company, which serves as the basis for this study in material culture. This paper reveals how the craze
for the violet ray machine emerged under the dual influences of “scientific endorsement” and “spiritual
recommendation” , further driven by numerous manufacturers represented by the BRANSTON
Company, and gradually subsided amid skepticism from the scientific and medical communities and
resistance from government authorities. This history exposes how commercial society constructs emerging
modern myths under the guise of science and medicine. Through the display of this historical artifact,
the museum not only prompts the public to reflect deeply on historical pseudoscience but also cultivates

critical thinking and encourages rational examination of emerging technologies.

Keywords: scientific material culture research, pseudoscientific device, electromagnetic therapy, violet

ray machine, museum education
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