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FEBE, G, FERA. K ZF)

The Establishment and Operation of Western China Museum and

Chongqing Science Museum in the 1940s. A Perspective on Funding

Wang Tao Liu Niankai

Abstract; At the end of 1943, academic institutions such as the Academy of Sciences of Western China
initiated the preparation for the establishment of the Western China Museum. By the end of 1944, the
museum was officially founded and began regular operations in Beibei. Despite persistent funding
shortages during both its preparation and operation, the Western China Museum managed to complete
construction in a relatively short time and gradually enriched its collection of exhibits, thanks to active
donations and continuous support from various sectors of society. In contrast, although the Chongqing
Science Museum had proposed its construction as early as 1941, progress was hindered due to a lack of
funds, and it ultimately failed to be completed. Why did the Western China Museum and the Chongqing
Science Museum have such different outcomes? While both faced financial difficulties, it is perhaps the

differing attitudes and efforts of their respective founders that led to the stark contrast between the two.

Keywords: Western China Museum, Chongqing Science Museum, Chongqing industrial and mining

products exhibition, funding
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