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ABSTRACTS

The Goal and Mission of Chinese Philosophy Zhao Feng

As the hard core thought of Chinese civilization, Chinese philosophy aims to seek the Dao, unlike
Western philosophy which merely satisfies the grasp of truth with rational thinking and concepts. Since the
beginning of the Axial Period, Chinese philosophy has been unlocking the self-conscious process of the
evolution of primary Chinese civilization, by integrating sacred civilizations and secular civilizations as a
whole and takes the secular civilization as the center. In response to the challenge raised by the global
religious trend, the Song Dynasty scholars elevated the sacred civilization of Confucianism and transformed
the sacred civilization of religion, and then reconfigured the relationship between sacred civilizations and
secular civilizations by centering on the latter, thereby achieving the comprehensive upgrade of Chinese
civilization and effectively reversing the trajectory of human civilization. The challenge that the Chinese
civilization has faced in modern times are rooted by the modern upgrading of the Western individual-based
secular civilization. China is taking a road of upgrading the group-based secular civilization, which requires
Chinese philosophy to fully open up the secular world including nature and society with its own approach,
find the key to enhance the local secular civilization, complete the corresponding transformation and
upgrading, and reconstruct the interplay between the secular civilization and the sacred civilization. The

destination of this Chinese road will lead to a new form of modern civilization.

Moving Towards the Universe and Dwelling on the Earth Wu Guosheng

Moving towards the Universe is an inherent requirement of modernity, with the homogeneity of the
universe as a necessary condition and anthropocentric voluntarism as a sufficient condition. The concept of
the homogeneity of the universe stems from the discovery in the late Middle Ages of the limitations and
perspectives of human understanding, while anthropocentrism is a direct consequence of the nominalist
movement of the late Middle Ages. Anthropocentrism, as the core of modernity, has triggered nihilism,
causing objects to lose their “objectivity” and the world to lose its “meaning”. Dwelling on the earth is a
feasible solution to overcoming nihilism. “Earth” is not a superficial representation of a planet. Dwelling on
the earth does not mean retreating to the “planet,” but rather, rediscovering the “meaning”. Dwelling
implies the importance of body, location, and ecology. Rediscovering the body, location, and ecology is a
necessary step toward overcoming metaphysical nihilism. Guided by the concept of “ Earth”, the

contradiction between space exploration and environmental protection can be overcome.

The Change of Ancient and Modern in the Relationship Between Human Nature and Politics——
From the Perspective of the Theory of Good Nature and That of Indeterminacy Nature Li Tao

The discussion of the relationship between human nature and politics (or institution) needs to be
placed in the perspective of the change of ancient and modern. It should not only stays at the level of good
nature or evil nature, but also needs to go into the level of which part of human nature or soul is guiding the
good and evil. From Plato and Aristotle to Locke and Hume, the discussion of the relationship between
human nature and politics is carried deeply into the discussion of the soul. The soul foundation of ancient

politics is rationality, and its theory of human nature is the theory of good nature. The soul foundation of
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