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The Process of the Establishment of History of Science
and Technology as a First Class Discipline in China

ZHAI Shuting
( University of Science and Technology of China,, Department of the History of Science and Scientific Archaeology,
Hefei 230026, China)

Abstract In this article the development and evolutionary process of the history of science and
technology in China from 1980 to 1998 is concisely described. The establishment of history of science
and technology as a first class discipline in “the catalogue of disciplines and specialties awarding
doctor’s or master’s degree and training graduate students” is then reviewed in detail, with an analy-
sis of the reasons why the discipline of the history of science and technology in China was in the dan-
ger of being rescinded in 1997 and was finally classified as a branch of the natural sciences. Mean-
while the efforts made by the historians of science to establish the history of science and technology as
a first class discipline are described.

Key words China ,history of science and technology,a first class discipline



