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Metaverse in the History of Technology :

The New Environment Shaped by the Information Revolution

HU Yi - lin
( Department of the History of Science, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

‘

Abstract: The concept of “metaverse” includes two meanings:

‘meta” and “universe” , the former including immersion or transcendence, and the latter

including openness or connectedness. The metaverse has the characteristic of transcending itself and referring to itself, and this characteristic is embedded

in the trend of the history of technology since the cave paintings. The metaverse is not virtual realities, and we should not confuse immersion with realism.

The metaverse does not seek to approximate reality but to transcend it. People emigrate to metaverse just as people emigrate to cities, not because the old

and new environments are similar. The metaverse is a media environment, and the Media Ecology breaks the dichotomy between the material and the spir-

itual, and the media environment in which human beings live is intertwined with the virtual and reality. Human beings constantly reshape their own envi-

ronment through technological innovation, just like the agricultural revolution and the industrial revolution, the metaverse is a new environment created by

the information revolution, and the new environment in turn reorders the old one. Blockchain technology lays the foundation for the new order under the

metaverse.

Key words: metaverse; virtual reality; media environment; information revolution
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