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Abstract: “Global history” is a rapidly developing branch of history, and it has been introduced as a research
perspective in the fields of economic history, social history, and environmental history, as well as in the field of
history of science. A review of the special issues, related to global history, of the leading journal of the history
of science reveals that the understanding of global history is not entirely consistent, such as the time period that
global history should cover. Further analysis also reveals that for scholars, global history is a way to solve the
current problems in the history of science and to truly deconstruct Western centrism at the conceptual level. A
proper understanding of global history can help the history of science move toward a more pluralistic path and
avoid falling into a rigid situation. Finally, the openness and inclusiveness of global history makes it difficult to
have superficially discernible common ground in global history studies, and therefore one should not dwell on

formal agreement in arguments where consensus is difficult to reach.
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