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Georgius Agricola in the History of Science of the 20th Century:
A Historiographical Survey

YAN Bichen
( Department of the History of Science Tsinghua University Beijing 100084  China)

Abstract The perception of Georgius Agricola’ contribution to science has undergone several
changes over time. In the early 20th century the Hoovers” English translation of De Re Metallica
portrayed him as the founder of modern science while Adams work on geology history popularized his
title as “Father of Mineralogy”. Since the mid-1950s Agricola has been promoted in a nationalistic
and ideological manner by GDR. However his originality in intellectual history was later questioned
by English academia who regarded his mineralogy as obsolete Aristotelian knowledge. It wasnt until
the early 1990s that scholars reasserted Agricola’s academic value with a new humanist program;
however questions about the originality of his thought remained unanswered. To understand Agricola
§ role in bridging past and present requires revisiting his contributions to intellectual history and
examining what makes him deserving of being called “the Father of Mineralogy”.

Keywords Georgius Agricola mineralogy humanism De Re Metallica intellectual history of

science historiography



