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Introspection on the Development of Supercomputers in China

Starting from the first supercomputer “YH-1"

SI Hongwei

Abstract; From the successful development of first supercomputer “YH-1" in 1983 to
“TH-1", “TH-2” and “Sunway-TaihuLight” having become the fastest supercomput-
ers in the world, Chinese supercomputers development history of more than 40 years is
brilliant. However, some developing problems have not been paid enough attention,
and some research deficiencies still need discussion. This paper makes a tentative in-
trospection on the independent innovation, software and hardware, application, energy
consumption and personnel training of Chinese supercomputers. It has a certain signifi-
cance and enlightenment for China to develop from big country to powerful country of
supercomputing, especially in today’s fierce competition in this field between China and
the United States.

Keywords: Supercomputer, self-dependent innovation, YH-1



