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Technology as Human Organs: A Reconstruction of Evolution of Technology

HU Yi - lin
( Department of the History of Science Tsinghua University Beijing 100084 China)

Abstract: The difficulty of the analogy between the biological evolution and the development of technology including the following three conflicts that are
contained in the biological evolution but not in the technical field: the randomness of the variation the substantive of the gene and the independence of
the species. The general strategy is to avoid those conflicts and insist on taking technology as species. But I tried to go back to the analogy of organ and
introduced Stigler’ s philosophical resources to re — understand the conflict between nature and technology. The organ analogy eliminates the main conflicts
and highlights the uniqueness of the human species. Technology as an organ that can be retained outside makes human evolution different from other spe—
cies. Technical artifacts are just another kind of genetic material of human being in addition to the genetic material at the molecular level. Learning is a
condition for technological creation and the externalization of technical artifacts is precisely the condition for learning.
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