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Abstract: "Religion" and "science" are arguably the two most important cultural categories for an
understanding of the nature of modernity and its legacy. But our current concepts of science and religion are
relatively recent, emerging only in the past three hundred years in the western world. Classical thinkers understood
scientia and religio as qualities or virtues; beginning around the 16th century, however, the meanings gradually
shifted such that both were understood as entities conceived in terms of doctrines and practices. This shift was the
precondition for modern conflicts between science and religion. None of the traditional narratives about science
and religion, no matter "conflict", "independence", "dialogue", or "integration", is suitable for characterizing the
relationship between science and religion. The reason is, "science" and "religion" are not self-evident or natural
ways of dividing up cultural territory. Science and religion are not natural kinds; they are neither universal
propensities of human beings nor necessary features of human societies, have arisen as a consequence of unique
historical circumstances. Both the proponents of conflict and the advocates of positive relations between science
and religion reinforce the modern boundaries of “science” and “religion”.
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